
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FENDER®, HARMONIX AND MTV GAMES PARTNER TO INTRODUCE 
REVOLUTIONARY NEW ROCK BAND 3 SQUIER® BY FENDER 

STRATOCASTER® GUITAR CONTROLLER  
 

New Guitar/Controller Hybrid Breaks Down Barriers Between Simulation  
and Real Life Music Skills within Rock Band™3 Pro Mode 

 
Cambridge, MA – June 11, 2010 - Harmonix Music Systems and MTV Games, a part of Viacom’s MTV 
Networks (NYSE: VIA, VIA.B), announced today, in partnership with Fender Musical Instruments Corp., a 
new guitar/controller hybrid for the highly anticipated Rock Band™3. The Rock Band 3 Squier® by Fender 
Stratocaster® Guitar Controller is a fully functional, full-sized, electric guitar with strings that also 
functions as a game controller for Rock Band 3’s innovative Pro mode gameplay. Its revolutionary 
technology will allow gamers and music lovers around the world to experience the immediate joy of 
playing guitar through the fun and accessibility of Rock Band gameplay.  
 
“This groundbreaking partnership with Fender ushers in a new era in rhythm gaming, providing 
countless music fans their first opportunity to enter the world of real musicianship,” said Alex Rigopulos, 
CEO and Co-Founder, Harmonix Music Systems. “The Rock Band 3 Squier Stratocaster will allow players 
to enjoy the addictive fun of the rhythm gaming with Rock Band while simultaneously developing skills 
on a real musical instrument, helping to close the gap between simulation and reality.”  
 
Also announced today, and to be shown for the first time at the Electronic Entertainment Expo (E3) June 
15-17, Rock Band 3 will feature a new stratum of gameplay known as Rock Band Pro, which incorporates 
more realistic instrumental performance information into gameplay, including string and fret 
information on guitar, differentiated cymbal and tom notation for drums, and full pitch-accurate 
gameplay for keyboards. Rock Band Pro is available in all modes of Rock Band 3, and features tutorials 
and a variety of difficulties, including Easy, meaning that real instrument performance is within reach of 
any player, no matter their experience level. 
 
“We’ve heard countless stories about how Rock Band has inspired folks to pick up and learn to play 
guitar,” said Mark Van Vleet, SVP of Business Affairs at Fender. “This instrument and the Rock Band Pro 
gameplay contained within Rock Band 3 are uniquely poised to open the doors of musical enjoyment for 
music lovers around the world. Quite simply put, this is a huge step forward and a momentous occasion 
in guitar instruction and music entertainment.” 
 
The Rock Band 3 Squier Stratocaster uses technology built into the neck and fingerboard of the guitar to 
track finger positions in real time. The guitar also transmits strum data for the six individual strings, 
allowing the game to give feedback to players as they make the leap from rhythm game rocking to real 
world skills. Players can unplug from the fun of Rock Band 3 and plug directly into an amp to rock for 
real.  
 
Additional information on the Rock Band 3 Squier Stratocaster will be released over the coming months.  
 



For more information on Rock Band 3, as well as art and video assets, please go to 
Http://www.rockband.com/press.   
 
About MTV Networks  
MTV Networks, a division of Viacom (NYSE: VIA, VIA.B), is one of the world’s leading creators of entertainment 
content, with brands that engage and connect diverse audiences across television, online, mobile, games, virtual 
worlds and consumer products.  The company’s portfolio spans more than 150 television channels and 350 digital 
media properties worldwide, and includes MTV, VH1, CMT, Logo, Harmonix, Nickelodeon, Nick at Nite, Noggin, The 
N, AddictingGames, Neopets, COMEDY CENTRAL, Spike TV, TV Land, Atom, Gametrailers and Xfire. 
  
About MTV Games  
MTV Games is dedicated to creating, marketing and publishing high-quality, innovative interactive products that 
are relevant to the MTV audience and complement the core values of the MTV Networks brands.  
  
About Harmonix Music Systems, Inc  
Harmonix Music Systems, Inc., based in Cambridge, MA, and established in 1995, is the leading developer of 
groundbreaking music-oriented videogames. Harmonix was founded by Alex Rigopulos and Eran Egozy, who 
formed the company to invent new ways for non-musicians to experience the unique joy that comes from making 
music and have pioneered music and rhythm gaming in the US. For more information please visit 
www.harmonixmusic.com.  
 
About Fender 
Fender® is the world’s leading guitar brand and a name that is synonymous with rock ‘n’ roll. Iconic Fender and 
Squier instruments such as the Telecaster®, Stratocaster®, Precision Bass® and Jazz Bass® guitars are known 
worldwide for starting the rock revolution and continue to be highly prized by today’s musicians and collectors. For 
more information, visit www.fender.com. 
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Band Network and all related titles and logos are trademarks of Harmonix Music Systems, Inc., a MTV Networks 
company. Rock Band, Rock Band 2, Rock Band 3, Rock Band Network and Green Day: Rock Band developed by 
Harmonix Music Systems, Inc. MTV: Music Television, MTV Games and all related titles and logos are trademarks of 
MTV Networks, a division of Viacom International Inc. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.  
  
PRESS CONTACTS: 
 
For MTV Games / Harmonix:  
Jeff Castaneda  
Phone: 212-846-6774  
Email: jeff.castaneda@mtvstaff.com 
 
Mariana Agathoklis 
Phone: 212-846-5755 
Email: mariana.agathoklis@mtvstaff.com  

 
For Fender Musical Instruments 
Jason Padgitt 

Phone: 480-596-7194  

Email: jpadgitt@Fender.com 
 

http://www.rockband.com/press
http://www.harmonixmusic.com/
http://www.fender.com/
mailto:jeff.castaneda@mtvstaff.com
mailto:mariana.agathoklis@mtvstaff.com
mailto:jpadgitt@Fender.com

